Each summer, horse and pony-pulling contests get top billing at thousands of fairs across the country. The object
of these events: to determine which team of animals can putt the heaviest toad of concrete a given distance. Out
of the public's eye, however, trainers often use whips, clubs, even electrical currents from tractor batteries to
teach their horses to lunge forward with the power necessary to putt a heavy toad. As the animals above are
hitched to a toad, they frantically rear-possibly in anticipation of such a punishment.

Animal Brutality for Fun and Profit
HSUS Field Staff Cracks Down on Bizarre Animal Spectacles
"Harness 'em up! " the announcer
shouted. The contestants leapt into action,
throwing huge collars and bridles onto
their steeds, preparing them for the after
noon's horse-pulling event. It was a
brutally hot day at the fairgrounds. The
sun was beating down unmercifully, and
the horses hadn't been watered for hours.

As the event got underway, several men
struggled to hitch the first team to the load
of concrete the horses had been trained to
pull. "All right! Get going!" yelled the
driver. The command set the animals into
motion. The horses lunged furiously for
ward, rearing and pawing the air in their
struggle to break the load free.

Suddenly, the connecting pin between
horses and "stoneboat" became dis
lodged, and the animals galloped uncon
trollably into a crowd of waiting teams.
When the dust cleared, one horse lay at
center ring, its hind leg fractured, its
powerful body making futile attempts to
stand. The announcer's plea for a veteri-
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narian echoed throughout the fairgrounds,
but no vet ever arrived. Twenty minutes
later, the animal was dead: shot and killed
by a police officer's revolver. The victim
was then dragged unceremoniously from
the arena by a chain around its neck.
If all pulling contests involved such
brutality, you'd think they'd be outlawed
from fairs nationwide. The fact is, while
such blatant suffering is not always ap
parent from the bleachers, virtually every
horse, ox, and pony-pulling contest-not
to mention a long list of other animal
attractions-involves a multitude of
abuses, most of which are carefully con
cealed from the spectator's eye.

At an annual event in the South, scores
of turkeys are thrown to town residents
from small aircraft. The HSUS Gulf
States Regional Office has made several
attempts to halt this senseless-and
bloody-event. "Turkeys are not
designed for long-distance flight,"
explains Regional Director Bill Meade,
and when dropped, they frantically flap
their wings in an attempt to break the
fall. "Some of them hit phone poles and
automobiles, " says Meade, "and are
killed on the spot. " Others, he
explains, suffer severe injuries
and fractured legs when
grabbed by eager
contestants.

A

nd cleverly concealed they are, for
never before have animal spectacles
enjoyed such popularity here in the United
States. Shrouded beneath a veil of Ameri
cana, the animal contests of today bear lit
tle resemblance to the farming games
from which they evolved. fustead, they've
become a new and growing form of
exploitation-a business of sorts-in
which animals are senselessly over
worked, drugged, shocked, trampled, and
sometimes killed, all for the sake of fun
and profit.
"If these contests weren't considered
tradition,'' says Humane Society of the
United States (HSUS) investigator Frank
Ribaudo, ''those involved would probably
be prosecuted for animal cruelty and
thrown in jail!" For years, The HSUS has
struggled to expose the torturous beatings
and electrical shocks used to train horses,
oxen, and ponies to pull. The staffs of our
eight regional offices around the country
have worked with legislators, fair of
ficials, even pullers themselves in an ef
fort to halt the hidden and not-so-hidden
cruelties associated with this ''sport.'' Un
fortunately, each year they find them
selves spending more and more time
attempting to stop not only pulling events,
but also a growing number of cruel and
exploitative animal acts that seem to be
cropping up in every comer of the
country!
Among the most prevalent of these con
tests are the greased pig events that in
variably tum up at rural agricultural fairs.
funocent looking perhaps, but even the
practice of coating the animals with layers
of lard can be hazardous, interfering with
the pig's ability to keep cool in hot and
humid weather. Once greased, piglets are
released into muddy enclosures to be
chased, kicked, and tackled by youngsters
and teenagers three and four times their
weight. The petrified piglets are then
bagged and taken home as prizes.
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While cruelty isn't always apparent at
donkey-basketball games, it's a real
ity for the unwilling animal par
ticipants. Provided by outside
companies, donkeys are often ship
ped nationwide, spending their lives
in cramped trailers as they travel
from one event to another. Once on
the gymnasium floor, the animals are
kicked, pulled, shoved, punched,
and treated like unfeeling objects-a
sad educational experience that only
promotes insensitivity toward
animals.

Animal attractions-particularly money-makers like the diving
mule act above-are not confined to rural America, but turn up
in shopping malls, car dealerships-wherever there's a need to
draw a crowd. During a recent festival in the metropolitan New
York area, several mules, a pony, and a dog climbed a 30-foot
ramp, and, with no alternative but to jump, each plunged into
an 8-foot-deep tub of water below. After performing the stunt
four times daily for more than a week, the traveling show
packed up and moved on.

Using videotaped documentation, The HSUS is pushing for
legislation to protect innocent animal contestants like the
oxen pictured at right. One HSUS videotape depicted a
teenager repeatedly punching his oxen in the face and jaw
with the butt end of a whip. Face whipping is not only com
monly practiced, but permissible, in the "sport" of ox pulling.

Even more bizarre, however, is
America's fascination with animals plum
meting from the skies. For years, we've
attempted to halt turkey drops, events dur
ing which live turkeys are tossed to town
residents from building roofs or small air
craft. Individuals who capture the
stupified survivors keep them for pets or
eat them for dinner. Equally appalling is
a new animal attraction in which piglets
are being parachuted to earth from low
flying planes!
Among the most exploitative attractions
are those in which the animals themselves

become the money-makers. Lured by pro
moters' promises of big money, charitable
organizations, civic groups, and schools
are forever sponsoring frivolous, abusive
events as fund-raisers. While armadillo
races and rattlesnake roundups occur
primarily in the South, donkey basketball
is enjoying unprecedented popularity from
coast to coast. fu this nonsensical spec
tacle, youngsters and adults alike are
required to play an entire game of basket
ball astride donkeys' backs. As the com
petition becomes heated, "uncooperative"
donkeys are kicked, punched, and shoved.

"A boy in the fourteen-year-old
group, weighing about 140 pounds,
jumped directly QQ one pig. As a
result, the pig was pushed to the
ground and blood immediately
started coming from its mouth,"
reads an HSUS investigator's report
after he observed a greased-pig
contest at an Ohio fair. Once coated
with lard, piglets are released in a
muddy field to be chased,
kicked, and ultimately tackled by
youngsters and teenagers. He who
captures the petrified animal gets to
drag it out of the ring (as did the in
dividual at right), bag it, and take it
home as a prize.
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Such harassment, however, is but a small
part of the cruelties the animals endure.
Like other performers that live out their
lives "on the road"-wrestling bears, div
ing mules, and boxing kangaroos, to name
a few-these creatures spend their off
hours in transit, often crammed inside tiny
cages or stalls and watered or fed at odd
intervals to prevent them from having
"accidents" in public places!
Animals are not unfeeling objects to be
tormented-sometimes injured or
killed-strictly for fun and laughs. Such
flagrant abuse only teaches youngsters that
animals exist to be exploited by man.
Even the most worthy of charities need
not subject · animals to the cruelties in
herent in these spectacles. There's a wide
array of fun and profitable alter
natives-marathons, carnivals, talent
shows-that can readily be used in place
of animal-exploitation events.

I

n the meantime, until animal exploiters
clean up their acts, it's up to us to do
it for them. HSUS regional office staff
will continue petitioning event sponsors
and fair officials to halt these spectacles
before they get started and educating
legislators and newspaper and television
reporters to the cruelties associated with
these events. While our successes in end
ing donkey-basketball games, armadillo
races, pigeon shoots, and numerous other
events have been many, we find ourselves
fighting every day to prevent the expan
sion of these demeaning displays into hun
dreds of communities across the country.
Despite the fact that HSUS investigators
do not have police powers, we've joined
forces whenever necessary with those
state humane agencies that do to seek the
arrest and prosecution of individuals who
are responsible for such animal cruelty.
Unfortunately, because most abuses are
not perceived as being life-threatening, it's
very difficult to obtain prosecutions of
animal exploiters under state anti-cruelty
laws. HSUS regional staffs have been
videotaping such competitions, providing
useful documentation as we press for
legislation to protect these innocent
participants.
Nonetheless, our efforts, alone, are not
enough. Because thousands of animal ex
ploitation events take place each year right
in our own backyards, The HSUS needs
your help as we battle to end this hidden,
yet growing, form of animal abuse.
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• If you learn that an animal-exploitation event has been
scheduled in your community, work to educate spon
sors and potential spectators to the cruelties inherent
in these spectacles. If you are unsuccessful in stopping
the event, encourage neighbors and friends not to at
tend. Also, write letters to the editors of your local
newspapers, informing community members of the
many abuses associated with that particular event.
• If you need assistance or additional information to
help you in your efforts to halt these attractions, con
tact the HSUS regional office in your area:
New England Regional Office
P.O. Box 362
East Haddam, CT 06423
(203) 434-1940

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office
P.O. Box 147
Convent Station, NJ 07961
(201) 377-7111

Southeast Regional Office
325 John Knox Road
Bldg. F, Suite 228
Tallahassee, FL 32303
(904) 386-3435

Gulf States Regional Office
6262 Weber Rd., Suite 305
Corpus Christi, TX 78413
(512) 854-3142

Great Lakes Regional Office
735 Haskins Street
Bowling Green, OH 43402-1696
(419) 352-5141

North Central Regional Office
2015 175th Street
Lansing, IL 60438
(312) 474-0906

Midwest Regional Office
Argyle Building
306 East 12th Street
Kansas City, MO 64106
(816) 474-0888

West Coast Regional Office
1713 J Street
Suite 211
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 447-3295

• Finally, help The HSUS halt the further expansion of
these demeaning spectacles into hundreds of American
cities and towns nationwide. While we've already begun
to make strides within the horse-pulling community,
your support is crucial if we are to continue working
to curtail the cruelties associated with animal attrac
tions, as well as end the misery for millions of other
creatures that suffer as a result of human ignorance and
greed. Please use the enclosed postage-paid envelope
to send your tax-deductible contribution today.

The Humane Society of the United States
2100 L Street, NW, Washington, DC 20037
(202) 452-1100

Additional copies of this repon are available upon request at JOC each or in quantities of 12 for $2.00
and 25 for $3.50. Paymem must accompany order.

Copyright 1987 by The Humane
Society of the United States.
All rights reserved.
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